and more experienced hands,1 I would have abandoned the subject for some other; but the period of your meeting was too near at hand to permit me to change it. Not only has the interest attached to some of the matters to be brought under your notice been thus, in some measure, forestalled, but I have felt restrained from using others also, so freely as their aptness for the purpose of illustration would otherwise have induced me to do, from the consideration that, being still the subjects of undecided controversy, it would be foreign to the objects of a meeting intended to promote harmony among the members of the profession, were I to enter into a discussion regarding them, which might be more suitably conducted elsewhere. The very general manner in which I have thus been compelled to handle some portions of my subject, will, I fear, impart to them a degree of vagueness and want of precision, inseparable from such a mode of treating them. If I should, however, from this cause fail to engage your attention to the extent I would desire, I trust you will accept these preliminary remarks as an explanation of my reasons for the course I have adopted, and allow me now to proceed to the proper subject of this essay, namely?
THE DIFFICULTY OF ESTIMATING THE THERAPEUTICAL VALUE OF MEDICINAL AGENTS.2
The rapid progress of scientific discovery, which forms one of the most distinguishing features of the two last centuries, bears testimony to the correctness of those methods of investigation which have led to the establishment of such important results; while the extent to which, more especially in our own times, the knowledge thus acquired has been successfully applied to purposes calculated, not merely to gratify the intellectual tastes of the learned, but also 
